
LMW
EDITS

How to Organize Your Closet 
4 Simple Steps to Create the Closet of Your Dreams

Lucy Milligan Wahl
Professional Organizer & Founder of LMW Edits LLC

lucy@lmwedits.com | 415.231.9856 | www.lmwedits.com 
@lmwedits on all platforms



When your life is busy and hectic, it can be hard to 
imagine taking time to organize your closet.  However, 
the most effective organizing isn’t done for appearances 
or out of feelings of guilt – rather, it’s a gi� you give to 
yourself to make your life easier.  An organized closet 
will actually save you time, space, energy, and sanity!

Why Get Organized?
 
1.   Save time
 
Consider your morning routine.  Do you find yourself standing in 
front of your closet for far too long, wondering if that top you want 
to wear is clean, digging for the mate to your favorite shoes, or just 
feeling like you have nothing to wear?  And then do you suddenly 
find yourself running a lot later than you meant to?
 
An organized closet streamlines your ge�ing-ready process and 
keeps you running on schedule.  You can see and find everything so 
that your options are clear. You’ve curated your pieces, so there’s 
always something you’re excited to put on each day.  And you might 
even discover that creating new outfit combinations becomes a fun 
activity rather than a dreaded emergency solution!parties, more 
difficult than they have to be.  People struggling with 
disorganization o�en report feeling overwhelmed, weighed down, 
and stuck.
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2.   Save space
 
Do you have a shoe rack in the hallway, evening a�ire in the hall 
closet, or a significant part of your wardrobe in another room 
altogether?  With the small storage spaces in San Francisco and 
the demands of urban living, space is at a premium.  A 
disorganized wardrobe can affect not only your closet, but also 
the storage space throughout your home and the ways you 
think about storing your other possessions.
 
O�en, the process of organizing a closet actually reveals quite a 
bit of usable space that was taken up by piles of clu�er.  The 
positive effects of this extra storage reverberate throughout the 
entire household and allow for a more efficient use of space.
 
3.   Save your energy
 
A disorganized space saps your energy.  It makes everything, 
from the mundane tasks of everyday life to major events like 
throwing parties, more difficult than they have to be.  People 
struggling with disorganization o�en report feeling 
overwhelmed, weighed down, and stuck.
 
An organized space, on the other hand, gives you freedom. In 
fact, you’ll feel like a weight has been li�ed from your shoulders 
when you finish organizing your closet!  The energy that you 
used to spend on trying to get things done in chaos will be freed 
up to spend doing the things that mean the most to you.
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4.   Save your sanity

Think about how you feel in a clu�ered space.  Emotions that come 
to mind might include: anxious, overwhelmed, trapped, stressed, 
out of control.  That’s not how anyone wants to feel in their own 
home!
 
An organized space functions as a sanctuary.  It gives you comfort, 
relaxation, and the feeling that you’re in control of your life.  
Imagine how it would feel to open your closet, take a deep breath, 
and feel empowered to get ready and take on your day: Pre�y great, 
right?

Now that you’re motivated to organize your closet and 
achieve these amazing results, let’s get started!
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Step 1: De-clutter
 
Go through everything and decide what you’re going to keep
 
If you’ve ever stood in front of your packed closet and thought, “I can’t 
believe I’m thinking this, but I have nothing to wear!” you are not alone!  
Over time, clothes, shoes, and accessories pile up in our closets.  We may 
not wear these things or even really like them all that much, but they 
still take up space and hinder our view of the pieces we really do love 
and want to wear. 
 
By examining each piece, and deciding whether or not it belongs in your 
wardrobe, you are refining your personal style. You’re also ensuring that 
each time you get dressed, you love all your options and can easily put 
together an outfit that makes you feel like the very best version of 
yourself.
 
There is no “right size” for everyone’s wardrobe – some people love living 
with a “capsule collection” of a very limited number of mix and match 
pieces, while others are fulfilled by larger variety.  So don’t worry too 
much about how much you should keep but rather consider each item 
on its own merits. 

Get Organized In 4 Simple Steps 
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Remove anything that really shouldn’t live in a closet
 
If you’re short on space in general, it’s understandable that other 
things can make their way into your closet such as linens, camping 
gear, photo albums, etc.  However, those things are ge�ing in the way 
of you having an organized wardrobe just as much as the clothes, 
shoes, and accessories you don’t love anymore.
 
Immediately remove the items you’ve decided not to keep
 
You’ll likely decide to part with more things than you thought you 
would – and that’s ok!  In order to maintain your newly edited 
collection and avoid second-guessing your decisions, make sure to 
donate or consign those pieces as soon as possible.  Give yourself the 
opportunity to move forward with your fresh start.

You’ll likely decide to part 
with more things than 
you thought you would 
– and that’s ok!
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Step 2: Analyze storage needs and purchase any necessary 
items
 
Consider a closet system if you don’t have one already
 
Standard closets (the version with a single hanger bar and shelf 
above) really don’t let you optimize your storage. Closet systems are 
available at a variety of price points and allow you to customize 
your closet for the items you actually own, rather than a builder’s 
idea of a standard wardrobe.
 
Storage devices should keep everything visible
 
Ever heard the phrase “out of sight, out of mind”?  It’s a real 
problem for many people!  You’re more likely to use and enjoy your 
clothes, shoes, and accessories if you can see them all clearly. 
 
Baskets and bins are a huge trend in home organizing and you’ll 
find them all over Pinterest.  However, opaque storage can get 
clu�ered quickly.  Translucent or transparent storage devices will 
let you see everything – and also motivate you to keep everything 
tidy!
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Step 3: Find a home for every 
item
 
Categorize items and store like 
with like
 
A major reason many people struggle 
with clu�er is that they don’t have a 
defined place for each item.  Of course 
it’s hard to maintain a organized closet 
if you have to rethink where you’re 
going to put things each time you get 
undressed or put away laundry!  If you 
spend the time up front to designate a 
home for each piece, from socks on up 
to coats, the time investment will pay 
major dividends every time you’re in a 
rush and can find things in under thirty 
seconds.
 
The concept of “like with like” is 
universal but will look different in 
practice to everyone. Think about how 
you get dressed and create your 
organizing strategy around what makes 
sense to you. 
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Make items you use most often most accessible

So o�en, our instinct is to put things away where there is room for them.  
However, this leads to the all too common problem of yanking ten things 
out in order to get to the one you really need, and creating a mess in the 
process.  Instead, think about the types of things you wear most o�en, 
and ensure that they are within easy reach.  
 
Store items appropriately
 
Be kind to your clothes!  Consider the fabric of your pieces, and store 
them in a way that will protect them and increase their longevity.  A�er 
all, you just edited your collection to ensure that you love each and every 
item, so you’ll want to make sure you can keep wearing everything for a 
long time to come.
 
Maintain your organizational structure
 
I always say that a beautifully organized closet is no good if you can’t 
keep it that way.   And unfortunately, you can’t snap your fingers and 
keep your closet looking perfect without any effort.  You’ll want to adjust 
some of your habits, such as how o�en you tidy up, how you put away 
your laundry, and how you get dressed in the morning.  However, the 
process of forming new habits will be relatively easy since you’ve set up 
a logical and coherent system!
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Step 4: Shop for an organized 
closet
 
Create a shopping list
 
You may find, way up there in Step 1, 
that you’re deciding not to keep things 
that you definitely don’t love, but that 
have filled a vital role in your wardrobe.  
That presents you with an opportunity 
to find something new to fill that role – 
by which, of course, I mean go shopping!
 
Choose quality over quantity
 
Remember, part of the reason you 
wanted to overhaul your closet in the 
first place was that you had more stuff 
than you could store in an organized 
way.  In order to prevent this problem 
going forward, you’ll want to be sure 
that every new item that comes into 
your closet is something that you truly 
love.
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Are you:
…feeling overwhelmed?

…don’t know where to start?

…frustrated with previous a�empts to get organized?

…ready to do something about it?

I can help!

If you answered yes to any 
of the questions, 
I invite you to schedule a complimentary 
“From Overwhelmed to Organized” session 
over the phone with me.
 
During this free consultation, we’ll analyze 
the current state of your home, lay out 
your vision for your ideal home 
environment, and discuss how I can help 
you achieve the beautifully organized 
home you’ve always wanted.
 
Go to www.lmwedits.com/contact
to schedule your session today!


